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TO: Commissioner of the Patent Office 

1. Identification of the International Application 
PCT/JP99/04238 

2 . Applicant 

Name: -TEIJIN LIMITED 

Address: 6-7, Minamihommachi 1-chome, Chuo-ku, 

Osaka-Shi, OSAKA 541-0054 JAPAN 
Country of Nationality: Japan 
Country of Residence: Japan 

3 . Agent 

Name: (8289) Patent Attorney, NISHIYAMA Masaya 



Signature 




Address: A. AOKI , ISHIDA & ASSOCIATES ' 

Toranomon 37 Mori Bldg. , 5-1, Toranomon 
3-chome, Minato-ku, TOKYO 105-8423 JAPAN 

4. Date of Invitation: 12. 05- 2000 

5. Item to be Amended: (1) Claims 

6. Subject Matter of Correction: 

(1) In claim 18, n The pharmaceutical composition" is 
changed to — The use — . 

(2) In claim 19, "The pharmaceutical composition" is 
changed to — The use — . 
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(3) In claim 20, "The pharmaceutical composition" is 
changed to — The use — . 

(4) In claim 21, "The pharmaceutical composition" is 
changed to — The use--. 

(5) In claim 22, "The pharmaceutical composition" is 
changed to — The use--. 

7 . List of Attached Documents 

(1) New sheet of page 19: 1 copy 
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biological activity of galectin-3 is an anti-galectin 3 
antibody . 

18. The pharmaceutical composition according to any 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein the compound having an 
inhibitory effect on the biological activity of galectin- 
3 is an inhibitor of galectin 3 binding. 

19. The pharmaceutical composition according to any 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein the compound having an 
inhibitory effect on the biological activity of galectin- 
3 is a compound that inhibits the incorporation of 
galectin 3 into the cell. 

20. The pharmaceutical composition according to any 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein the compound that inhibits 
the biological activity of galectin-3 is a compound that 
modulates the transfer of galectin 3 into the nucleus. 

21. The pharmaceutical composition according to any 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein the compound that inhibits 
the biological activity of galectin-3 is a compound that 
inhibits the physiological activity of galectin 3 in the 
nucleus or the cytoplasm. 

22. The pharmaceutical composition according to any 
of claims 13 to 16, wherein the compound that inhibits 
the biological activity of galectin-3 is a compound that 
modulates the expression or secretion of galectin 3. 

23. The use according to any one of claims 13 to 
22, which is for a therapeutic or preventive use. 

24. The use according to any of claims 15 to 23, 
wherein the glomerular nephritis, diabetic nephropathy or 
tissue fibrosis is glomerular nephritis, diabetic 
nephropathy or tissue fibrosis, respectively, caused by 
the abnormal proliferation of mesangium cells. 

25. A method for inhibition of the overproduction 
and the accumulation of extracellular matrix, said method 
comprising administrating a compound having an inhibitory 
effect on the biological activity of galectin-3, to a 
subject which needs said inhibition. 

26. The method according to claim 25, wherein the 



